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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN PRESS ON LEBANESE CRISIS IN WAKE OP KARAMI 

1. IN WAKE OP JANUARY 18 RESIGNATION OP LEBANESE PRIMIN KARAMI 
(WHICH BANNER-HEADLINED IN JANUARY 19 DAILIES), EGYPTIAN PRESS 
ATTEMPTING TO RECORD IMPRESSION OP PURIOUS DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY 
IN CAIRO ON LEBANESE QUESTION, ALTHOUGH NOTHING IS REPORTED 
WHICH WOULD INDICATE ANY DEPINITIVE ACTION IS 

BEING CONSIDERED BY GOE TO INPLUENCE DETERIORATING LEBANESE 
SITUATION. 

2. ALTHOUGH ALL DAILIES CITE PHALANGIST VIOLATION OF 24TH 
LEBANESE CEASE-PIRE (BY ASSUALTING MUSLIM QARATINA SECTION) 

AS CAUSE OF KARAMI'S RESIGNATION, STATEMENT BY EGYPTIAN 
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CABINET (WHICH MET JANUARY 18 TO DISCUSS IMPACT OP KARAMI’S 
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DEPARTURE) APPEARS QUITE BALANCED: GOE DEPLORED 
IRRESPONSIBLE ACTS OF "SOME " PHALANGIST ELEMENTS;AND 
REGRETTED "CERTAIN ACTS" WHICH HAD LED TO "UNEORTUNATE 
INVOLVEMENT OE ARMY" (NO SPECIEIC MENTION MADE OE DAMOUR OR TAL 
ZA'TAR). PAPERS ALSO REPORT MEETING BETWEEN DEPPRIMIN/FONMIN 
EAHMY AND LEBANESE AMBASSADOR MUHAMMAD SABRA AND BETWEEN 
DEPPRIMIN/MINWAR GAMASY AND PLO CAIRO REP RIBHI 'AWAD ON LEBANSES 
QUESTION. SABRA, WHO IS INVOLVED IN ERANTIC DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS 
WITH GOE AND VARIOUS DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN CAIRO IN EEEORT TO 
ACHIEVE SOME MOVEMENT BY OUTSIDE EORCES TO HALT LEBANESE DRIET 
INTO LULL CIVIL WAR, QUOTED BY LOCAL PRESS AS PRAISING 
CONTINUED EGYPTIAN SUPPORT OP LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY. PLO REP 
'AWAD, ALTER GAMASY MEETING, STATED THAT PLO SUPPORTS ANY 
INITIATIVE WHICH MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO STABILITY OF CONDITIONS 
IN LEBANON, AS CONTINUED BATTLES ONLY BENEFIT ENEMIES OP ARAB 
NATION. 

3. PAPERS ALSO REPORT RESOLUTION BY PEOPLES ASSEMBLY, MEETING 
IN WAKE OP KARAMI'S DEPARTURE, CALLING POR DURABLE CEASE-PIRE 
IN LEBANON. ADDRESSING ASSEMBLY ALTER RESOLUTION TAKEN, EAHMY 
STATED THAT GOE PREPARED POR EITHER BILATERAL OR ARAB LEAGUE 
EPPORTS TO AVERT CIVIL WAR IN LEBANON, ALTHOUGH EAHMY 

MADE TWO PRE-CONDITIONS: DURABLE CEASE-FIRE IN LEBANON MUST 
BE IMPLEMENTED AND GOL MUST REQUEST EITHER EGYPTIAN OR ARAB 
LEAGUE INTERVENTION. 

4. PAHMY'S CHEP DE CABINET 'USAMA AL-BAZ ALSO QUOTED BY 
CAIRO DAILIES, COMMENTING THAT EGYPT ONLY ARAB COUNTRY WITH 
CLEARLY DEPINED STANCE ON LEBANON AND URGING LEBANESE TO 
COUPLE DURABLE CEASE-PIRE WITH NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TO 
"RADICAL" SOLUTION OF LEBANESE CRISIS, UNDER WHICH THOSE 
PARTIES WHO PEEL THAT THEY SUPPER INJUSTICE UNDER PRESENT 
SYSTEM MIGHT PEEL THAT THEIR DEMANDS COULD BE MET WITOUT 
FIGHTING. 

5. DURING JANUARY 19 CONVERSATION WITH POLCOUNS, SOVIET 
EMBOPP APPEARED PERPLEXED AS TO PROPER METHOD TO STEM 
LEBANESE DESCENT INTO CHAOS AND STATED THAT SOVIET EMBASSY 
CAIRO UNSURE HOW CRISIS WILL END. AT NO TIME DURING 
CONVERSATION DID SOVIET EMBOPP RAISE POSSIBILITY THAT US 
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MIGHT INTERVENE IN LEBANESE CRISIS OR THAT SOVIETS PAVORED 
ANY JOINT US-USSR INITIATIVE ON SUBJECT. 

6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH LEBANESE EVENTS VIRTUALLY PUSH ALL 
OTHER NEWS OPE CAIRO FRONT PAGES AND ARTICLES ON CABINET 
MEETINGS, PEOPLES ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS, AND DIPLOMATIC 
CONTACTS ABOUND, GOE INABILITY TO GRAPPLE EPPECTIVELY WITH 
LEBANESE EVENTS PLAINLY SHOWS THROUGH ABUNDANT RHETORIC. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

FAHMY STATEMENT THAT GOE PREPARED EOR BILATERAL INITATIVES 
IE ASKED IS MADE DESPITE FACT THAT GOL HAS SHOWN NO INTEREST 
IN PAST IN REQUESTING EITHERGOE OR ARAB LEAGUE TO INTERVENE. 

EGYPTIAN PRESS REMAINS SILENT ON SYRIAN AND PALESTINIAN REACTIONS 
TO KARAMI'S RESIGNATION, BUT OMISSION SCARCELY CONCEALS 
EACT THAT EGYPT IS CURRENTLY WITHOUT A ROLE IN LEBANESE 
CRISIS. 

7. CAIRO RADIO HAS JUST ANNOUNCED (NOON GMT) THAT LEBANESE 
STUDENTS HAVE TAKEN OVER LEB EMBASSY IN CAIRO, EORCING EMBASSY 
TO CEASE OPERATIONS. STUDENTS HAVE REPORTEDLY ISSUED STATEMENT 
CALLING ON EGYPT AND THE ARAB NATION TO INTERVENE QUICKLY TO 
SAVE SITUATION IN LEBANON. 
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